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HMS Repulse and Force Z

�

HMS Repulse prewar 

12 men from Northern Ireland were amongst the 436 
who died when HMS Repulse was sunk as part of 
Force Z in the defence of Singpore on 10/12/1941. 
Others were to die whilst prisoners of war of Japan..
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In late 1941 Winston Churchill decided to send a small 
group of fast capital ships, along with one modern aircraft 
carrier to Singapore, to deter expected Japanese 
aggression. In November, Repulse which was in the 
Indian Ocean was ordered to Colombo, Ceylon to 
rendezvous with the new battleship HMS Prince of Wales. 
The carrier HMS Indomitable which was assigned to join 
them was delayed when run aground in the Caribbean. 
Prince of Wales and Repulse and their escorting 
destroyers comprised Force Z which arrived in Singapore 
on 02 December 1941. On the evening of 08 December 
Force Z departed for an attempt to destroy Japanese 
troop convoys and protect the army's seaward flanks from 
Japanese landings in their rear.

Force Z was spotted during the afternoon of 09 
December by the Japanese submarine I-65 and 
floatplanes from several Japanese cruisers spotted the 
British ships later that afternoon and shadowed them until 
dark. Admiral Sir Tom Phillips decided to cancel the 
operation as the Japanese were now alerted. Force Z 
turned back during the evening, after having tried to 
deceive the Japanese that they were heading to Singora. 
At 05:00 on 10 December Admiral Philips received a 
signal of enemy landings at Kuantan and correspondingly 
altered course so that he would arrive shortly after dawn.

The crew of Japanese submarine I-58 spotted Force Z at 
02:20, reported their position, and fired five torpedoes, all 
of which missed. Based on this report the Japanese 
launched 11 reconnaissance aircraft before dawn to 
locate Force Z. Several hours later 86 bombers from the 
22nd Air Flotilla based in Saigon were launched carrying 
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The altar cross in St Andrew’s Cathedral, Singapore 
is a memorial to those in HMS Repulse and HMS 
Prince of Wales who lost their lives.

bombs or torpedoes. The crew of a Mitsubishi G3M "Nell" 
reconnaissance bomber spotted the British at 10:15 and 
radioed in several reports. The pilot was ordered to 
maintain contact and to broadcast a directional signal that 
the other Japanese bombers could follow.

The first attack began at 11:13 when 551 lb (250 
kilograms) bombs were dropped from eight G3Ms from an 
altitude of 11,500 feet (3,505 m). The battlecruiser was 
straddled by two bombs, then hit by a third which 
penetrated through the hangar to explode on the 
armoured deck below. This inflicted a number of 
casualties and damaged the ship's Supermarine Walrus 
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seaplane, which was then pushed over the side to 
remove a fire hazard.

Anti-aircraft fire damaged five of the Japanese bombers, 
two so badly that they immediately returned to Saigon. In 
the ensuing attacks, Repulse was skillfully handled by her 
captain, Bill Tennant who managed to avoid 19 torpedoes 
as well as the remaining bombs from the G3Ms. However, 
Repulse was then caught by a synchronised pincer attack 
by 17 Mitsubishi G4M torpedo bombers and hit by four or 
five torpedoes in rapid succession. The gunners on the 
Repulse shot down two planes and heavily damaged 
eight more, but the torpedo damage proved fatal. At 12:23 
Repulse listed severely to port and quickly capsized with 
the loss of 508 officers and men. The destroyers HMS 
Electra and HMAS Vampire rescued the survivors.

Repulse’s record - World War 1
HMS Repulse was a Renown-class battlecruiser built 
during WWI. She was laid down by John Brown, 
Clydebank, Scotland on 25 January 1915, launched on 
08 January 1916 and completed on 18 August 1916, after 
the Battle of Jutland. She served with the Grand Fleet in 
the North Sea during the remaining two years of the First 
World War. Repulse relieved HMS Lion as flagship of the 
1st Battlecruiser Squadron for the duration of the war.

Over the course of 1917 the Admiralty became more 
concerned about German efforts in the North Sea to 
sweep paths through the British-laid minefields intended 
to restrict the actions of the High Seas Fleet and German 
submarines. A preliminary raid on German minesweeping 
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forces on 31 October by light forces destroyed ten small 
ships and the Admiralty decided on a larger operation to 
destroy the minesweepers and their escorting light 
cruisers. Based on intelligence reports the Admiralty 
decided on 17 November 1917 to allocate two light 
cruiser squadrons, the 1st Cruiser Squadron covered by 
the reinforced 1st BCS (less Renown) and, more 
distantly, the battleships of the 1st Battle Squadron to the 
operation.

The German ships, four light cruisers of II Scouting Force, 
eight destroyers, three divisions of minesweepers, eight 
Sperrbrechers (cork-filled trawlers, used to detonate 
mines without sinking) and two trawlers to mark the swept 
route, were spotted at 07:30, silhouetted by the rising 
sun. The light battlecruiser Courageous and the light 
cruiser Cardiff opened fire with their forward guns seven 
minutes later. The Germans responded by laying an 
effective smoke screen. The British continued in pursuit, 
but lost track of most of the smaller ships in the smoke 
and concentrated fire on the light cruisers as opportunity 
permitted. Repulse was detached not long after and 
raced forward at full speed to engage the enemy ships. 
She opened fire at about 09:00, scoring a single hit on the 
light cruiser SMS Königsberg during the battle. When the 
German battleships SMS Kaiser and SMS Kaiserin were 
spotted about 09:50 the British broke off their pursuit and 
Repulse covered their retreat, aided by a heavy fog that 
came down around 10:40. The ship fired a total of 54 15-
inch shells during the battle and scored one hit on the 
light cruiser SMS Königsberg that temporarily reduced 
her speed.
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On 12 December 1917, Repulse was damaged in a 
collision with the battlecruiser HMAS Australia. The ship 
was present at the surrender of the High Seas Fleet at 
Scapa Flow on 21 November 1918.

Repulse’s record - inter war years
Repulse began a major refit at Portsmouth on 17 
December 1918 intended to drastically improve her 
armour protection. She was recommissioned on 01 
January 1921 and joined the Battlecruiser Squadron of 
the Atlantic Fleet. In November 1923, Hood, accompanied 
by Repulse and a number of Danae-class cruisers of the 
1st Light Cruiser Squadron, set out on a world cruise from 
west to east via the Panama Canal. They returned home 
ten months later in September 1924.

The Battlecruiser Squadron visited Lisbon in February 
1925 to participate in the Vasco da Gama celebrations 
before continuing on the Mediterranean for exercises. A 
squash court was added on the starboard side between 
the funnels for the Prince of Wales' tour of Africa and 
South America that lasted from March to October. Upon 
her return she was refitted from November 1925 to July 
1926 and had a high-angle control position (HACP) 
added to her fore-top.

After Repulse completed her 1926 refit she remained in 
commission, aside from a brief refit in July–September 
1927, with the Battlecruiser Squadron of the Atlantic Fleet 
until she was paid off in June 1932 prior to beginning her 
reconstruction in April 1933.

    Northern Ireland - Service in the Royal Navy - In Remembrance



Issue 16                                                                                     Page �7

Repulse was assigned to the Mediterranean Fleet when 
she recommissioned in April 1936. She transported 500 
refugees from Valencia and Palma, Majorca to Marseilles, 
France in late 1936 after the start of the Spanish Civil 
War. The ship was present at the Coronation Fleet 
Review at Spithead on 20 May 1937 for George VI.

Repulse was sent to Haifa in July 1938 to maintain order 
during the Arab Revolt. She was selected to convey the 
King and Queen during their May 1939 Canadian Tour 
and she was refitted between October 1938 and March 
1939 for this role. The King and Queen ultimately traveled 
aboard the liner RMS Empress of Australia while Repulse 
escorting them on the first half of the journey.

Repulse’s record - World War 2
At the beginning of the Second World War Repulse was 
part of the Battlecruiser Squadron of the Home Fleet. She 
patrolled off the Norwegian coast and in the North Sea in 
search of German ships and to enforce the blockade for 
the first couple months of the war. In late October she 
was transferred to Halifax with the aircraft carrier HMS 
Furious to protect convoys and search for German 
raiders. Repulse and Furious sortied from Halifax on 23 
November in search of the German battleship 
Scharnhorst after it had sunk the armed merchant cruiser 
HMS Rawalpindi, but the Repulse was damaged by 
heavy seas in a storm and was forced to return to port. 
Repulse escorted the convoy bringing most of the 1st 
Canadian Infantry Division to Britain 10–23 December 
1939 and was reassigned to the Home Fleet. In February 
1940 she accompanied the aircraft carrier HMS Ark Royal 
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on a fruitless search for six German blockade runners 
that had broken out of Vigo, Spain.

Repulse was assigned to support Allied operations during 
the Norwegian Campaign in April–June 1940. On 07 April, 
Repulse, along with the bulk of the Home Fleet, was 
ordered to sea to intercept what was thought to be 
another attempt to breakout into the North Atlantic. The 
ship was detached the following day to search for a 
German ship reported by the destroyer HMS Glowworm, 
but the destroyer had been sunk by the German cruiser 
Admiral Hipper before Repulse arrived and she was 
ordered to rendezvous with her sister Renown south of 
the Lofoten Islands, off the Norwegian coast. On 12 April 
Repulse was ordered to return to Scapa Flow to refuel 
and she escorted a troop convoy upon her return. In early 
June the ship was sent to the North Atlantic to search for 
German raiders and played no part in the evacuation of 
Norway.

Accompanied by Renown and the 1st Cruiser Squadron, 
Repulse attempted to intercept the German battleship 
Gneisenau as it sailed from Trondheim to Germany in 
July. Until May 1941 the ship escorted convoys and 
unsuccessfully searched for German ships. On 22 May 
Repulse was diverted from escorting Convoy WS8B to 
assist in the search for the German battleship Bismarck, 
but she had to break off the search early on 25 May as 
she was running low on fuel. Repulse escorted a troop 
convoy around the Cape of Good Hope from August to 
October and was transferred to East Indies Command.

In late 1941 Winston Churchill decided to send a small 
group of fast capital ships, along with one modern aircraft 
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carrier to Singapore, to deter expected Japanese 
aggression. In November, Repulse which was in the 
Indian Ocean was ordered to Colombo, Ceylon to 
rendezvous with the new battleship HMS Prince of Wales. 
The carrier HMS Indomitable which was assigned to join 
them was delayed when run aground in the Caribbean. 
Prince of Wales and Repulse and their escorting 
destroyers comprised Force Z which arrived in Singapore 
on 02 December 1941. On the evening of 08 December 
Force Z departed for an attempt to destroy Japanese 
troop convoys and protect the army's seaward flanks from 
Japanese landings in their rear.

Force Z was spotted during the afternoon of 09 
December by the Japanese submarine I-65 and 
floatplanes from several Japanese cruisers spotted the 
British ships later that afternoon and shadowed them until 
dark. Admiral Sir Tom Phillips decided to cancel the 
operation as the Japanese were now alerted. Force Z 
turned back during the evening, after having tried to 
deceive the Japanese that they were heading to Singora. 
At 05:00 on 10 December Admiral Philips received a 
signal of enemy landings at Kuantan and correspondingly 
altered course so that he would arrive shortly after dawn.

The crew of Japanese submarine I-58 spotted Force Z at 
02:20, reported their position, and fired five torpedoes, all 
of which missed. Based on this report the Japanese 
launched 11 reconnaissance aircraft before dawn to 
locate Force Z. Several hours later 86 bombers from the 
22nd Air Flotilla based in Saigon were launched carrying 
bombs or torpedoes. The crew of a Mitsubishi G3M "Nell" 
reconnaissance bomber spotted the British at 10:15 and 
radioed in several reports. The pilot was ordered to 
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maintain contact and to broadcast a directional signal that 
the other Japanese bombers could follow.

The first attack began at 11:13 when 551 lb (250 
kilograms) bombs were dropped from eight G3Ms from an 
altitude of 11,500 feet (3,505 m). The battlecruiser was 
straddled by two bombs, then hit by a third which 
penetrated through the hangar to explode on the 
armoured deck below. This inflicted a number of 
casualties and damaged the ship's Supermarine Walrus 
seaplane, which was then pushed over the side to 
remove a fire hazard.

Anti-aircraft fire damaged five of the Japanese bombers, 
two so badly that they immediately returned to Saigon. In 
the ensuing attacks, Repulse was skillfully handled by her 
captain, Bill Tennant who managed to avoid 19 torpedoes 
as well as the remaining bombs from the G3Ms. However, 
Repulse was then caught by a synchronised pincer attack 
by 17 Mitsubishi G4M torpedo bombers and hit by four or 
five torpedoes in rapid succession. The gunners on the 
Repulse shot down two planes and heavily damaged 
eight more, but the torpedo damage proved fatal. At 12:23 
Repulse listed severely to port and quickly capsized with 
the loss of 508 officers and men. The destroyers HMS 
Electra and HMAS Vampire rescued the survivors.

HMS REPULSE
ROLL OF HONOUR 

CLARK, James
RM. Marine. PLY/X 3138.  Died 10/12/1941. HMS Repulse. 
Son of Robert and Mary Clarke, Larne. Plymouth Naval 
Memorial, Panel 59, Column 2
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DUFFIN, Patrick
RN. Petty Officer Stoker. D/KX 77364. Date of Death: 
10/12/1941. Age:38. HMS Repulse. Son of Richard and Annie 
Duffin, Ballycastle. Plymouth Naval Memorial, Panel 51

DUNCAN, Samuel George
RM. Marine, PLY/X3717, Royal Marines. Died 19/07/1943 as 
a Prisoner of War at Konue Camp. HMS Repulse. He survived 
her sinking by Japanese war planes dropping torpedo’s on 
10/12/1941. Although he was rescued, Marine Duncan was 
subsequently taken prisoner and died as a prisoner of war at 
Konue Camp. Son of Samuel and Lucy Duncan, Soarn Cottage, 
Stewartstown. Kanchanaburi War Cemetery, Thailand. 

GIRVAN, Edward John               
RN. Stoker 1st Class. D/KX 93500. Date of Death: 10/12/1941. 
Age: 23. H.M.S. Repulse.Son of Samuel and Hessie Girvan, 
Ballynure, Plymouth Naval Memorial, Panel 47

GORDON, Reginald  
RN. Able Seaman. D/JX 206089. Date of Death:10/12/1941. 
Age:19. HMS Repulse. Son of Thomas and Katie Gordon, of 
Carnmoney. Plymouth Naval Memorial, Panel 47. Church of 
the Evangelists, Carnmoney WM

HALL, Albert    
RN. Boy 1st Class. D/JX 171073. Date of Death: 10/12/1941. 
Age:17. H.M.S. Repulse. Son of Thomas and Agnes Hall, 
Belfast. Plymouth Naval Memorial, Panel 49

HARRISON, Samuel Kane
RN. Able Seaman. D/SSX 26055. Date of Death:10/12/1941. 
Age:20. H.M.S. Repulse. Son of Henry and Dora Harrison, 
Belfast. Plymouth Naval Memorial, Panel 47
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KERR, Hugh
RN. AB. D/JX 184760. Date of Death: 10/12/1941. Age 23. 
HMS Repulse. Son of Gordon and Sarah Kerr, Belfast. 
Plymouth Naval Memorial, Panel 47 

McSTRAVICK, Patrick John
RN. Leading Seaman. D/JX 150233.Date of Death: 10/12/1941. 
Age 21. H.M.S. Repulse. Son of Henry and Mary McStravick, 
Belfast.  Plymouth Naval Memorial, Panel 46, Column 1.

MEGAHEY, Joseph   
RN. Able Seaman. D/SSX 25810. Date of Death: 10/12/1941. 
Age: 21. H.M.S. Repulse. Son of Mrs. M. Megahey, Belfast. 
Plymouth Naval Memorial, Panel 47

ROBINSON, James
RN. Able Seaman. D/SSX 27465. H.M.S. Repulse. Died 
10/12 /1941 . Age:30. Son of John and M. Robinson, Belfast. 
Plymouth Naval Memorial, Panel 48

SMITH, William                 
RN. Petty Officer, D/JX 151875. Died 29/12/1941. Aged 28. 
HMS Repulse. Husband to Mary Smith, Bushmills. Son of 
Alexander and Sarah Smith, Bushmills. Kranji War Cemetery, 
Singapore.

WILLIAMSON, George Alexander              
RN. Leading Stoker. D/KX 94611. Date of Death: 10/12/1941. 
Age: 22. HMS Repulse. Son of George and Annie Williamson, 
Carnmoney. Plymouth Naval Memorial, Panel 52. Church of 
the Evangelists, Carnmoney WM
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HMS REPULSE
THEY SERVED 

BURNS, Thomas
Petty Officer. In HMS Repulse when it was sunk together with 
HMS Prince of Wales 10/12/1941. He was up the mast sending 
out the message that the ship was sinking. On his way home 
after the sinking he encountered another Londonderry sailor in 
Bombay. Alexi Moore was on his way to Burma. Married 
Margery Elaine nee Struthers who pre-deceased him. Brother of 
Margaret, Billy, Herbert, George, Jim and Iris. A supporter of 
Waterside RBL Branch. Died aged 93, 13/04/2013. Buried 
Altnaglven Cemetery. Report in Londonderry Sentinel 
18/05/2013.

JARDINE, Gordon

���
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RN. Gunner. HMS Repulse. Survived sinking. Served 1939 - 
1964. Son of Albert and Mary-Jane, Ballydown, Banbridge. 
Born  06/01/1924. After service he became caretaker of 
Abercorn Primay School. Member of Banbridge RBL. Resided 
at Riley St., Banbridge. Died aged 91. He was survived by 
daughters Janet Toman and Linda Finnigan, nine grandchildren 
and 10 great-grandchildren, plus brothers Isaac and Jim, and 
sisters Nora and Vivian. His wife Margaret predeceased him. 
Buried Ballydown Presbyterian Churchyard. 

McCALL, James A
RN. Telegraphist. Enlisted January 1940. HMS Prince of 
Wales. Malta. Aboard ship which took Winston Churchill to 
meet President Rooseveldt off Newfoundland. In Repulse - 
Scapa Flow to Ceylon and Singapore with four destroyers. In 
HMS Sultan on lead up to evacuation and fall of Singapore on 
Friday 13/02/1942. Then in HMS Kuala which was sunk by 
Japanese aircraft. 200 of 300 on board killed including women, 
children and nurses. Machine gun fire. Eventually became 
Japanese POW. One of 1,000 taken. Made to work on the 
notorious Burma ‘Death Railway’, where thousands of allied 
soldiers were starved and worked to death by the Japanese. The 
Thailand–Burma Railway was a 415 kilometres (258 mile) 
railway between Bangkok, Thailand, and Rangoon, Burma 
(now Yangon, Myanmar), built by the Japanese Empire during 
World War II, to support its forces in the Burma campaign. 
Eventually brought to Saigon. From Mossley.

HELP REQUESTED
Please send names of Ex RN/RM/WRNS who served in 
either of the world wars. Details also appreciated.
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CIRCULATION - Please share ‘Brave Report’ with your 
former service colleagues - and we will post direct to 
them if they simply send an e-mail to: 
houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com, placing Brave Report 
in the message bar, and give their name and former arm 
of service, and if they are members of the RNA or RBL, 
having knowledge of their branch would be appreciated. 
There are specific areas where we need information from!

PUBLICATION NOTES 
Please note all the material in Brave Report is 
copyright. 
Brave Report is collated and published by The Very Rev. Dr Houston 
McKelvey, OBE QVRM TD.

Dr McKelvey served as chaplain for 29 years with 102/105 (Ulster & Scottish) 
Regiment, Royal Artillery TA; for 20 years as Chaplain to the RBL - Northern 
Ireland Area, and for a period as chaplain to the Belfast Branch of the Burma 
Star Association. He was involved in the life of HMS Caroline and HMS 
Hibernia.He was appointed an Honorary Chaplain to the RNR. He is a Past 
President of QUB Combined Services Club.
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