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Sir Ivan Ewart (left) on a visit to Colditz during which 
he met Adolf Schmidt, a German officer who had 
taken part in the night action which had sunk Ewart's 
MTB.

Sailors of fine linen

At the outbreak of the World Wars, the linen 
industry was one of the major industries and 
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employers in Northern Ireland. From this industry 
there were people who served in the Royal Navy 
whose family names were known throughout the 
community.

This issue of Brave Report looks at some of 
those whose background was in the linen 
industry and who served with distinction and 
gallantry in the Royal Navy.

Ivan Ewart - from Bedford Street to 
Colditz

Ivan Ewart left the family linen company William 
Ewart & Son Ltd.,in Belfast, to serve. He 
commanded a Motor Torpedo Boat during the 
Second World War as a Lieutenant RNVR. On 
the night of 17/18 January 1942, Ewart's MTB 
was one of a patrol of three which attacked a 
German coastal convoy off Boulogne. It turned 
out that the convoy was strongly protected by 
escort vessels, some towing "gun barges". The 
patrol came under heavy fire and Ewart's boat 
was hit and severely damaged. Both engines 
were put out of action and the steering gear 
destroyed, leaving the boat helpless in the water. 
Ewart himself was wounded in the right arm and 
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lost his left eye.The other two MTBs broke off the 
engagement and withdrew. Ewart decided that 
the only course of action left was to scuttle his 
boat, which was now on fire.

When daylight came the Germans picked up the 
survivors, and the wounded were taken to a 
convent near Boulogne which had been turned 
into a hospital. When he had sufficiently 
recovered from his wounds, Ewart was sent to 
the naval prisoner-of-war camp known as Marlag 
& Milag Nord, at Westertimke.

Shortly after his arrival, Ewart was invited to take 
part in the construction of a tunnel, which was 
completed in the autumn of 1942. After a number 
of officers had successfully used it to escape, a 
perimeter sentry heard suspicious noises and 
raised the alarm. Ewart was caught in the tunnel 
as he was preparing to make his exit.

He soon made another attempt. A trailer truck 
parked in the compound overnight was due to 
leave the camp the following day. Ewart and a 
brother officer attempted to conceal themselves 
in a box, slung beneath the chassis, which 
housed the spare wheels. Unfortunately they 
were caught in the act.
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�

Flax stacks at Ministry of Supply factory, Mossley 
Mill, County Antrim, 1942. Image courtesy of Belfast 
Telegraph.

The enterprise had an unusual feature in that 
both men had recently lost an eye, and were 
wearing black patches. If they had managed to 
flee the camp, they planned on being taken for 
victims of an Allied bombing raid.

The German authorities then sent Ewart to 
Colditz, where he spent the remainder of the war. 
He was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross 
in 1945.
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Ivan Ewart was born in 1919 and brought up in 
Northern Ireland. He came from a distinguished 
family which has for many generations run a 
business producing Irish linen; he succeeded his 
cousin as sixth Baronet in 1959. He had taken 
over the family business when he came back 
from the war, but, as a war victim who had lost an 
eye, he was ever mindful of the problems and 
disadvantages of the partially and totally 
unsighted. Ten or so years after the tragic loss of 
his wife in 1964, he went to East Africa to work 
for the Royal Commonwealth Society for the 
Blind, and later to the Freda Carr Hospital in 
Ngora, Uganda. This work gave him much 
fulfilment.

A few weeks before his death Ivan Ewart 
travelled to Germany with a friend - to meet Adolf 
Schmidt, a German officer who had taken part in 
the night action which had sunk Ewart's MTB. 
Schmidt told Ewart that on that dark night in 1942 
they had opened fire on the British MTBs without 
much hope of success; one of the gun-barges 
being towed had fired a heavy-calibre shell, and 
this, by a lucky strike, had found its mark on 
Ewart's MTB. Ewart regarded the German navy 
as honourable adversaries and retained no 
animosity against the enemy. He considered 
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them to be honourable seamen fighting for their 
own country.

For him, his meeting with Adolf Schmidt was an 
event for which he had waited more than 50 
years.

Upperlands linen family’s naval 
service

Clarks of Upperlands was founded in 1736. It 
was the oldest linen firm in Ireland and one of the 
leading linen manufacturers. One of its products 
during World War II was material for WRNS 
uniforms.

The family’s naval service covers both World 
Wars.

Commander Roland Arbuthnot Clark, OBE 
served during the First World War. He was born 
on 15/06/1888. Son of Colonel JJ Clark, HML, 
Largantogher, Co. Londonderry. He married 
Norah Primrose Clark. He died 01/02/1926 at RN 
Hospital, Chatham. There is a family memorial in 
Maghera C of I churchyard.
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Staff at Wm Clark and Sons Ltd, Upperlands, Co. 
Derry, lapping up cloth for Navy Wrens uniforms, 
1944. Image courtesy of Belfast Telegraph.

Roland and Norah’s son Henry Roland Clark 
RNVR, served as a Sub - Lieutenant in the 
Second Word War. From Largantogher, Co. 
Londonderry, after the war he immigrated to New 
Zealand where he was a farmer and 
agriculturalist.

Henry Wallace Stuart Clark, RNVR, MBE. 
Lieutenant. Served 1945 - 47. He left school - 
Shrewsbury - and on 09/01/1945 shortly before 
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VE Day he joined HMS Royal Arthur in Norfolk. 
He served also as an officer with USC 1954 - 70, 
and then as a Major in the UDR, serving until 
1981. DL and High Sheriff of County 
Londonderry, he was a businessman, yachtsman, 
author and artist. In an age long before automatic 
anchors and glitzy marinas, he sailed modest 
wooden craft to Norway and around the 
Mediterranean, while developing a deep 
familiarity with the coasts of Ireland and Scotland.

His best-known book, Sailing Round Ireland, 
reflects that knowledge, and it was with great 
pleasure that, on being asked: “Haven’t you read 
the sailing directions for this port?” as he coasted 
into a small Irish harbour, he was able to reply: “I 
wrote them.” 

In 1961 his friend, Lord MacLeod of Fiunary, 
contacted him after the Church of Ireland agreed 
to finance the building of a curragh (a leather 
boat) to recreate the voyage of St Columba from 
Derry to Iona 1,400 years earlier. Wallace Clark 
regarded his skippering of the boat to Iona as 
being a highlight of his life. He was greeted on 
Iona by the Archbishop of Canterbury, Michael 
Ramsey, and shortly after piloted a similar craft, 
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�
Wallace Clark and the Lord of the Isles

the Brendan, on the same trip for the historian 
Tim Severin.

In 1991, Wallace skippered the maiden voyage, 
from Galway to the Outer Hebrides, of a wooden 
galley (photo above) of the kind that had sailed 
those waters in medieval times. Fascinated by 
his forebear Somerled, a half-Gaelic, half-Nordic 
sea captain of the 12th century who led large 
fleets of galleys to victory in spectacular naval 
battles, Wallace’s intention was to re-create the 
world of the Lordship of the Isles, a fabled 
maritime kingdom based in the west of Scotland. 
In doing so he helped give a public history lesson 
that was more gripping by far than any textbook.  
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He was born 20/11/1926., the son of Henry 
Francis Clark and Emily Stuart. He was husband 
to June Elizabeth Lester Deane. He died  
08/05/2011 at Upperlands, Co. Londonderry. 

Maime Clark joined the VAD in 1941. She served 
as a naval nurse in Portsmouth. After the war she 
became the almoner in Coleraine hospital. 

+ Thomas Roderick Jackson Clark, RNVR, 
was an acting  Sub-Lieutenant aboard HMS 
Bullen when he lost his life, aged 20 on 
06/12/1944. HMS Bullen was steaming about 
seven miles north-east of Cape Wrath in 
Scotland. At 0950 Bullen was torpedoed by 
U-775. 

The single torpedo that struck the ship did so 
almost dead-centre and the frigate split in two. 
Although the stern section remained afloat for 
about two hours, the forward section sank almost 
immediately. Of the crew 71 died and 97 
survived. 

He was the son of Thomas Jackson Clark and 
Mary Vera Eileen Clark, Upperlands, Co. 
Londonderry. His name is recorded on Chatham 
Naval Memorial, Panel 79
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The man from Moygashel

Edmund Fitzgerald (Ted/Teddy) Smyth was born 
on 24/03/1919 and like many of the other sons of 
linen families he was sent to Elm Park 
Preparatory School, Killylea, County Armagh in 
1929. His family owned Smyth’s Weaving Co. Ltd 
which had a factory at Brookfield near Banbridge. 
As well as the Banbridge factory, they also had a 
factory in Lisburn, the Lisburn Weaving Co. At the 
beginning of the 20th century there were 340 
looms operating at Brookfield.

After leaving school Ted Smyth went to learn the 
linen business at 'Moygashel.' He learned to 
weave nylon and other materials, such as 
parachute silk and heavy synthetic material, skills 
he brought back to Brookfield. 

During the Second World War, Brookfield factory 
played its part in the War effort by weaving 
various kinds of material. Aircraft Linen was 
made for covering some of the framework of 
Mosquito aeroplanes, Khaki Denim for soldiers 
uniforms and Tent Duck, which was a tough, 
cotton, waterproof thread used for making Army 
tents. This material was so tough that the looms 
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had to be strengthened by various means to 
prevent them from breaking.

�
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During the War Ted served as a Lieutenant with 
the Royal Navy in what were called "torpedo 
boats." In April 1943, aged 25 years, he was 
serving in the Mediterranean when he was 
Mentioned in Dispatches for an action off the 
coast of Tunisia and was awarded the 
Distinguished Service Cross. He served in HMS 
Minos II and in MGB 57. MGB 57 was in the 4th 
MGB Flotilla which was based at Weymouth 7/41 
- 1/42. She was used in a raid on Dieppe in 1942. 
She was put for disposal in 1945, but was 
preserved, and then finally lost in a fire on 
30/4/2004. 

He became a Director of the Dungannon based 
company 'Moygashel' when it bought over 
Brookfield factory. When 'Courtaulds' took over 
'Moygashel', Teddy went to work for a firm in 
Donaghadee shortly before retiring. He and his 
wife Annette lived at Killyleagh. 

Teddy and Annette (who had a daughter from a 
previous marriage) had two daughters, Jenny 
and Diana. He died at the 18th hole of the Royal 
County Down Golf Course, Newcastle on 
12/11/1988.
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WORLD WAR 1

+CATON, John
RNVR.  Sub-Lieutenant. Anson Battalion, RND. Died 
27/03/1918. Enlisted 1 Royal Irish Rifles. Promoted Sergeant. 
Commissioned RNVR. Killed in German offensive of March 
1918. Born Bury. Family moved to Muckamore. Worked York 
Street Flax Spinning Co. Only Son of John and Elizabeth 
Caton, Abbeyview, Muckamore. His only child was born after 
his death. His wife and son moved from Railway St, Antrim to 
Northampton after the war. His son Jack Sydney Caton served 
in the RAF in World War II, and was a PoW in Germany after 
being shot down. A teacher, he died in Northampton in 2006. 
Mesmil Communal Cemetery Extension. IMR

CLARK, Roland Arbuthnot
RN. Commander. OBE. B 15/06/1888. Son of Colonel JJ Clark, 
HML, Largantogher, Co. Londonderry. Husband to Norah 
Primrose Clark.  Father of Sub. Lieutenant, Henry Roland 
Clark. RNVR. OBE. D 01/02/1926 at RN Hospital, Chatham. 
Family memorial Maghera C of I churchyard.

COWDY, Alfred W
RNR. Lt. Commander. Had been in the merchant service and 
was a master mariner by the age of 23. He had left the sea and 
taken a position at the family linen firm Anthony Cowdy and 
Sons, Greeenhall, Loughgall. (Portadown News 17/07/1915). 
“Commander Cowdy R.N.R. was one of those who ran the 
Gauntlet of fire at Sulva Bay, To him was entrusted the landing 
of men in his steamer and the towing of lighters as near the 
shore as possible. During this operation he was under fire all 
the time and his vessel was constantly hit.” (Armagh Guardian 
04/11/1915). Son of Anthony Cowdy, Greenhall.
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WORLD WAR 2

CLARK, Henry Roland
RNVR. Sub. Lieutenant. OBE. Son of Commander Roland 
Arbuthnot Clark, RN OBE, Largantogher, Co. Londonderry. 
Farmer and agriculturalist New Zealand.

CLARK, Henry Wallace Stuart
RNVR. Lieutenant. MBE. Served 1945 - 47. Left school - 
Shrewsbury - and on 09/01/1945 joined HMS Royal Arthur in 
Norfolk. Served also as an officer with USC 1954 - 70, and as a 
Major in the UDR serving until 1981. DL and High Sheriff of 
County Londonderry. Businessman, yachtsman, author and 
artist. B20/11/1926. Son of Henry Francis Clark and Emily 
Stuart. Husband to June Elizabeth Lester Deane. D 08/05/2011. 
Upperlands, Co. Londonderry. 

CLARK, Maimie
VAD. Joined 1941. Served as a naval nurse in Portsmouth. 
Later almoner in Coleraine hospital. Upperlands, Co. 
Londonderry. 

+CLARK, Thomas Roderick Jackson
RNVR. Acting Sub Lieutenant. Died 06/12/1944. Age 20. HMS 
Bullen was steaming about seven miles north-east of Cape 
Wrath in Scotland. At 0950 Bullen was torpedoed by U-775. 
The single torpedo that struck the ship did so almost dead-
centre and the frigate split in two. Although the stern section 
remained afloat for about two hours, the forward section sank 
almost immediately. Of the crew 71 died and 97 survived. Son 
of Thomas Jackson Clark and Mary Vera Eileen Clark, 
Upperlands, Co. Londonderry. Chatham Naval Memorial, Panel 
79

    Northern Ireland - Service in the Royal Navy - In Remembrance



Issue 34                                                                                    Page �16

EWART, William Cecil
RNVR. Lieutenant. DSC. 1939 - 45. Naval officer, 
businessman, charity worker: B 18/07/1919; DSC 1945; 
director, William Ewart & Son Ltd 1954-73, chairman 1968-73; 
succeeded 1959 as sixth Bt; chairman, William Ewart 
Investments Ltd, Belfast 1973-77; chairman, Ewart New 
Northern Ltd, Belfast 1973-77; President, Northern Ireland 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry 1974; East Africa 
Resident Representative, Royal Commonwealth Society for the 
Blind 1977-84; Administrator, Ngora Freda Carr Hospital, 
Uganda 1985-89.  Sir Ivan was also president of the Northern 
Ireland Chamber of Commerce and Industry (The papers of 
Enoch Powell), a Northern Ireland Delegate to the Duke of 
Edinburgh's Study Conference on the Human Problems of 
Industrial Communities within the Commonwealth and Empire 
at Oxford in 1956, President of the Church of Ireland's Young 
Men's Society, 1951–61 and Chairman of the Flax Spinners 
Association.Presidient of the Church of Ireland Young Men’s 
Association. The foundation stone of St Columba’s Church, 
Degrryvolgie, Lisburn was laid by Sir Ivan on 11/12/1965. He 
was High Sheriff County Antrim in 1976. Married 1948 Pauline 
Preston (died 1964; one son, two daughters); D Hillsborough, 
Co Down 29/11/ 1995.

SMYTH, Edmund Fitzgerald
RN. Lieutenant. DSC, Mentioned in Despatches. Served in 
”torpedo boats." In April 1943, aged 25 years, he was serving in 
the Mediterranean when he was Mentioned in Dispatches for an 
action off the coast of Tunisia and was awarded the 
Distinguished Service Cross. He served in HMS Minos II and 
in MGB 57. MGB 57 was in the MGB Flotilla which was based 
at Weymouth 7/41 - 1/42. She was used in a raid on Dieppe in 
1942. Edmund became a Director of the Dungannon based 
company 'Moygashel' when it bought over Brookfield factory. 
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Husband to Annette. B Banbridge. He died at the 18th hole of 
the Royal County Down Golf Course, Newcastle on 
12/11/1988.

HELP REQUESTED
Please send names of Ex RN/RM/WRNS who served in 
either of the world wars. Further details also appreciated.

CIRCULATION - Please share ‘Brave Report’ with your 
former service colleagues - and we will post direct to 
them if they simply send an e-mail to: 
houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com, placing Brave Report 
in the message bar, and give their name and former arm 
of service, and if they are members of the RNA or RBL, 
having knowledge of their branch would be appreciated. 
There are specific areas where we need information from!

PUBLICATION NOTES 
Please note all the material in Brave Report is 
copyright. 
Brave Report is collated and published by The Very Rev. Dr Houston 
McKelvey, OBE QVRM TD.

Dr McKelvey served as chaplain for 29 years with 102/105 (Ulster & Scottish) 
Regiment, Royal Artillery TA; for 20 years as Chaplain to the RBL - Northern 
Ireland Area, and for a period as chaplain to the Belfast Branch of the Burma 
Star Association. He was involved in the life of HMS Caroline and HMS 
Hibernia.He was appointed an Honorary Chaplain to the RNR. He is a Past 
President of QUB Combined Services Club.
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