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Belfast lawyer was outstanding 
MTB Flotilla Commander 
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George Lennox Cotton began his Solicitor's 
Apprenticeship in Belfast before the Second 
World War. During the War he served with 
distinction in the Royal Navy and was awarded 
the DSC in 1942. He commanded the 50th MTB 
Flotilla. He was wounded during battle with E 
boats.

Mobilised before outbreak of war in July 1939, he 
was appointed to HMS Hermes. He served as 
First Lieutenant of the MTB base at Great 
Yarmouth (HMS Midge). In May 1940 he was 
posted to Motor Torpedo Boats and served at 
Crete and Alexandria. Subsequently he was 
appointed to command 50th  MTB Flotilla where 
he was wounded in an action with E-boats. In 
August 1942 as a Lt. Commander  he was placed 
in command of MTB 502. Sea Training Officer in 
HMS Bee at Holyhead. From January 1945 to 
November 1945 served in HMS Mull of Galloway 
in the Pacific and was present at the Japanese 
surrender at Singapore.

The action in which Cotton was wounded whilst 
commanding 50th MTB Flotilla in the English 
Channel was described by Lieutenant-
Commander Peter Scott, MBE, DSC, in his book, 
“The Battle of the Narrow Seas - A history of the 
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Light Coastal Forces in the Channel and North 
Sea” :

“A week later came a night when there was great 
activity in the Dover Strait. Two groups of E Boats 
were laying mines one off Folkestone, the other 
off Rye; there was a friendly convoy eastbound 
and another westbound through the Narrows, 
and a friendly destroyer bound for Portsmouth, 
which was ordered to turn about because of 
further enemy mine-laying off Selsey Bill.

“Meanwhile, at about 2 a.m. the M.T.Bs under 
Lt.GL Cotton, RNVR [Spinks’ skipper in M.T.B. 
201], were making their interception, though 
unfortunately it was detected before the attack 
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could be completed. At once the air was full of 
starshell and tracer, but Cotton, with magnificent 
determination, went straight on in, closely 
followed by Lt. EH Larive, Royal Netherlands 
Navy. Which of the two boats fired the torpedo 
which is believed to have hit will probably never 
be known, but both MTBs passed through the 
screen of some seven or eight E Boats and a 
number of flak trawlers. In the action which 
followed the result was inconclusive. It was less 
successful than many MTB battles, but, as an 
example of human fortitude and determination in 
adversity, the story must take a high place.

“Cotton describes in his report how, because of 
the blinding glare, he was not at first certain 
whether a ship ahead of him was a merchant 
vessel or a trawler, so he fired one torpedo at a 
range of 300-400 yards. Too late, as the torpedo 
left the tube, he realised that it was only a trawler.

"At this juncture," he writes, "we were hit on the 
bridge by an E Boat firing from astern of us. I was 
wounded and the coxswain was temporarily 
knocked out; the wheel was taken by the 
Canadian spare officer, Sub.-Lt. ID Moore, 
RCNVR.
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“A large vessel was sighted immediately ahead 
which appeared to be the tanker, extremely light, 
as she was high in the water. She engaged us 
with very heavy gunfire. The remaining torpedo 
was fired at a range of 300 yards or less, and we 
turned to starboard, passing approximately 50 
yards from the target's port quarter.

“Shortly after the second torpedo was fired, the 
spare officer and the gunner clearly saw and 
heard an explosion, while others felt the 
concussion; the gunner maintains that he saw 
smoke rising from the fore hold of the ship. I 
personally did not see any explosion, as my 
attention was occupied elsewhere.

“By this time one engine had been put out of 
action by a hit on the salt-water pump. In turning 
away from the tanker we passed an E Boat at 
fairly close quarters, but it did not open fire. Two 
trawlers, however, engaged us as we were still 
turning, with extremely heavy and accurate fire, 
hitting us so often that the remaining engines and 
the guns were put out of action, a small fire was 
started, and many of the crew became 
casualties. So bad was the damage that the boat 
stopped, disabled, about three-quarters of a mile 
from the nearest trawler. Both trawlers continued 
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shelling intermittently, so that finally the order had 
to be given to jettison the confidential books, and 
destroy all secret equipment.

“The state of the personnel at this time was as 
follows:

Commanding Officer .. Wounded. 
First Lieutenant .. Wounded. 
Spare Officer .. Badly wounded (Died before 
reaching Base). 
Telegraphist .. Slightly wounded. 
Gunner .. Wounded. 
Signalman .. Killed. 
Motor Mechanic .. Very seriously wounded. 
Coxswain .. Wounded. 
Leading Stoker .. Killed. 
Stoker .. Badly wounded.

“Only the Seaman Torpedoman and the' Trained 
Man' were unwounded.

“At 0220 I gave the order to abandon ship, 
intending to lie off in the raft while the trawlers 
continued shelling, and this was carried out 
during a lull in the firing. One trawler then trained 
a searchlight on the boat and the firing continued 
intermittently for about half an hour, after which 
both trawlers disappeared.
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“I then ordered the boat to be re-boarded and an 
endeavour to be made to get her under way. This 
was successful, and at 0340, proceeding on one 
auxiliary engine and hand-steering, course was 
set for Dover. The boat was making water rapidly, 
though the few still capable were endeavouring to 
their utmost to keep the level down by bailing and 
operating the hand bilge pump. At 0745 two High-
speed Launches of the R.A.F. closed us and took 
off the badly wounded. An attempt was made to 
tow, but by this time the bilge pump was out of 
action and at 0848 she turned over and sank.

“Forwarding Cotton's report to Admiralty, the 
Commodore Commanding, Dover, Rear-Admiral 
R. L. B. Cunliffe, after remarking on the ‘valiant 
efforts to save their vessel’ made by ‘her gallant 
and much tried crew,’ goes on to say that there is 
no conclusive evidence of the damage inflicted 
on the enemy, but although three weeks had 
elapsed since the attack, ‘the tanker, it is 
observed, still remains in the docks at Dunkirk.’”

As a result of being wounded in this action in the 
Channel, Cotton was invalided to shore service 
for a time.  
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Lennox Cotton qualified as a Solicitor in 1946 
and became a partner, as did his brother 
Bertrand  ‘Ber’ (Colonel, Royal Artillery), in his 
father Dawson Cotton's firm of Crawford & 
Lockhart Martin H. Turnbull & Co., one of the 
oldest firms of Solicitors in Ireland. He retired 
from private practice in 1985 but remained as a 
Consultant for many years and until his death 
remained in close and regular contact with the 
firm. Lennox Cotton served for many years as a 
Council Member of the Law Society of Northern 
Ireland becoming President in 1977. He held a 
number of company directorships, was Chairman 
of the Royal Victoria Hospital Trust Committee 
and had many charitable interests. 

Lennox Cotton had a wide range of hobbies 
amongst them were hunting, horse breeding and 
racing, sailing, shooting, gardening and he was a 
very enthusiastic golf member at Royal County 
Down and took part in many Law Society 
matches. 

B 25/10/1915. Educated at Castle Park School, 
Dalkey, County Dublin and Wrekin College, 
Shropshire. He was appointed Deputy Lieutenant 
for County Down 24/10/1969. He was devoted to 
his family and was survived by his wife Eileen, to 
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whom he was married for over sixty years, his 
daughters Caroline, Grania and Anne and several 
grandchildren.  D 09/09/2000. Clontagh House, 
Crossgar.

George Medal for bomb and mine 
disposal

�

Herbert Malcolmson McKee, was one of two 
Royal Navy Officers with links with Queen’s 
University who were awarded the George Medal 
for their work in bomb and mine disposal.
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Known as Harold, he was awarded the George 
Medal on 23/01/1941 for ‘gallantry and 
undaunted devotion to duty. Mine disposal UK 
Aug to Oct 40.’ The Investiture took place on 
27/05/1941.

Commissioned as a Lieutenant 0612/1940, he 
was posted to HMS Vernon, a torpedo school 
and experimental establishment. From 06/12. He 
served as a Probationer Second Second 
Lieutenant and was commissioned Lieutenant. 
06/12/1940 and Lieutenant Commander 04/1943. 

On 12/1940  he was posted to HMS Vernon, a 
torpedo school and experimental establishment, 
at Portsmouth. From 06/12/1940 - 04/1941 he 
was in HMS Drake, a RN Base at Devonport for 
‘miscellaneous services.’ From 12/1941 - 
08/1943 he was in HMS Prosperine - 
minesweeper and anti-submarine base at 
Lyness, Scapa Floe. Then he did two postings in 
Gibraltar, the first from 11/10/1943 - 12/1943 in 
HMS Cormorant, and the second from 
13/12/1943 - 07/1945 HMS Pigmy - submarine 
base, Gibraltar. He retired from the RN in  
04/1946. He had graduated in law from QUB in 
1932.
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Legal profession
World War II

BABINGTON, Robert

RNAS/ Fleet Air Arm. Sub Lieutenant. Pilot. 1939-45. During 
the course of the war he had at least two near death 
experiences. His first wartime posting was flying Fairy Fulmars 
from the Harland and Wolff-built carrier HMS Formidable. He 
arrived in Egypt just as his ship was about to take part in the 
evacuation of Crete. After the Crete evacuation he flew 
Swordfish torpedo bombers during the invasion of Syria and 
once spent three days in a dingy, without food or water, after 
being forced to ditch at sea. Robert was awarded a DSC. The 
citation reads: "The Distinguished Service Cross has been 
awarded to Sub Lieutenant Babington for his skill, bravery and 
sustained resolution in many air attacks against enemy 
submarines and E-boats in the Mediterranean."He had another 
brush with death when the carrier HMS Dasher was sunk on 
27th March 1943 while sailing in the Clyde with the loss of 379 
men. As the ship was sinking, he was forced to jump overboard 
and swim to safety. A massive explosion took the ship under a 
short time later. Dublin born. St Columba’s College and 
Trinity College, Dublin. Called to the Northern Ireland Bar 
1947. Queen’s Counsel 1965. An Ulster Unionist member. He 
resigned from the ’66 Committee of Unionist backbenchers in 
October 1970. Sat for North Down from the 1969 general 
election until the prorogation of the Parliament in 1972. County 
Court Judge for Fermanagh and Tyrone from 1974.

BLAIR, Thomas
RNVR. Lieutenant. BA, LLB QUB 1938
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+ BOYD, William Eustace
RNVR. Lieutenant.  Killed in active service. LLB QUB 1938

COTTON, George Lennox
HMS Caroline. RNVR. Lieutenant - Commander. DSC 1942. 
Mobilised before outbreak of war in July 1939 and appointed to 
HMS Hermes. May 1940 to Motor Torpedo Boats and served at 
Crete and Alexandria.Wounded in action in the Channel and as 
a result invalided to shore service for a time.  Served as First 
Lieutenant of the MTB base at Great Yarmouth (HMS Midge), 
subsequently appointed to command 50th  MTB Flotilla. In 
August 1942 as a Lt. Commander  he was placed in command 
of MTB 502.Sea Training Officer in HMS Bee at Holyhead. 
From January 1945 to November 1945 served in HMS Mull of 
Galloway in the Pacific and was present at the Japanese 
surrender at Singapore. B 25/10/1915. Educated at Castle Park 
School, Dalkey, County Dublin and Wrekin College, 
Shropshire. He qualified as a Solicitor in 1946 and served for 
many years as a Council Member of the Law Society of 
Northern Ireland becoming President in 1977. He held a 
number of company directorships, was Chairman of the Royal 
Victoria Hospital Trust Committee and had many charitable 
interests. He was appointed Deputy Lieutenant for County 
Down 24/10/1969. He was devoted to his family and was 
survived by his wife Eileen, to whom he was married for over 
sixty years, his daughters Caroline, Grania and Anne and 
several grandchildren.  D 09/09/2000. Clontagh House, 
Crossgar.WOPE, QUB 1936

DARLING, Gerald Ralph Auchinleck
RNVR. FAA. Lieutenant-Commander. He was a student at 
Oxford when the war broke out. At the age of 18 he began an 
outstanding career in the RNVR, from 1940 to 1946, as a Fleet 
Air Arm pilot, later becoming Chief Test Pilot with the 
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Mediterranean Fleet. A dangerous job and few of his colleagues 
survived the war. He himself crash-landed, suffering severe 
injuries including a smashed pelvis. The prognosis was that he 
would never walk again but following the Greek motto on his 
aircraft, meaning "Know Thyself", he characteristically defied 
all the odds, learning to ride again both horse and bicycle. He 
had crashed nine times and attributed his survival to a black 
shamrock that was painted on each of his aircraft. He 
maintained his connection with the Navy through the RNVR, 
rising to the rank of Lieutenant-Commander.

Born 1921 in Erganagh Rectory, Co.Tyrone, where his 
grandfather Gerald was rector, he maintained his Northern 
Ireland connections throughout his life. Academically he was a 
high flyer. His first school was Omagh, then a scholarship to 
Harrow, and a classics scholarship to Hereford College, Oxford.

On the death of his father in 1958 he had inherited Crevenagh 
House, near Omagh, where, from his schooldays, he had spent 
many happy holidays with his extended family. He was proud 
of his descent from the Auchinleck family who had always 
lived there, and resolved to maintain it as a family home despite 
his ties to life in London. In his London office you would find a 
Donegal landscape and a map showing the wartime 
achievements of Ulster.

In 1990 he became Deputy Lieutenant of Co Tyrone and in 
1993 High Sheriff. In his obsequies address Bishop Hannon of 
Clogher paid tribute to Gerald Darling's contribution to the 
work of Edenderry parish, where he had served as parish 
secretary. In the townlands of Omagh his roots went deep. 
Bishop Hannon related how, before a major court appearance, 
Darling would ease the tension by thinking of his favourite 
spots on the river, the snipe bogs and mountains of Tyrone. 
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Strangely, after a lifetime of trout-fishing, he caught his first 
salmon only a year before his death. One of his family 
remembers the fishing picnics in childhood - "as unfortunately 
a mizzly day is good for fishing the picnics were often rather 
damp affairs".

But that was balanced by the warmth of bedtime stories in the 
family flat in the Middle Temple where it is said the family 
below, willy-nilly, added to the appreciative audience for 
Darling's dramatic readings of Winnie the Pooh. He would, 
friends said, have been equally at home as a farmer, taking 
great pride in his forestry and Belted Galloway cattle and never 
more at home than working in ragged jeans with his chainsaw.

A permanent record of Gerald Darling and his distinction as a 
lawyer will be his contribution to that definitive work, 
Halsbury's Laws of England (Admiralty and Ship Collisions), 
the third edition of 1952. In 1992 he was made an Honorary 
Bencher of the Northern Ireland Bar.

Gerald Ralph Auchinleck Darling, barrister-at-law: born 
Erganagh, Co Tyrone 08/12/1921; called to the Bar, Middle 
Temple 1950, Bencher 1972, Treasurer 1991; Barrister, 
Northern Ireland 1957, Honorary Bencher 1992; RD 1967; QC 
1967; member, Panel of Lloyd's Arbitrators in Salvage Cases 
1967-78, Appeal Arbitrator 1978-91; member, Panel of Wreck 
Commissioners 1967-96; QC, Hong Kong 1968; Judge, 
Admiralty Court of the Cinque Ports 1979-96; trustee, Royal 
Naval Museum 1985-90; Lloyd's Silver Medal 1991; married 
1954 Susan Hobbs (one son, one daughter); died Londonderry 
13/09/1996.

ENTRICAN, John Cuthbertson
RN. Coder. LLB, QUB 1944
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EPSTEIN, Arnold Leonard (Bill)
RN. Served 1944 - 47. Born in Liverpool, the son of a draper 
from Galicia, hebrew up in Belfast. RBAI and QUB where he 
read Law and was called to the Bar. He then joined the RN. 
Post-war he took a degree in social anthropology at LSE. He 
did field work in Africa. Held professorship at ANU and 
University of Sussex. President of the Association of 
Anthropologists 1977 - 81. He had strong links with Ben-
Gurion  University and with Hove New Synagogue. B 
13/09/1924. D 09/11/1999

GRAY, Samuel Boyd
RNVR. Sub - Lieutenant. Law QUB 1928

KELLY, Brian John Parmenter
RNVR. Commander. DSC 11/07/1940. T/Lieutenant to HMS 
Donats, a trawler mine-sweeper, 11/07/1940. Commanding 
HMS Lord Irwin (FY 1617), a trawler minesweeper 21/12/1940 
- 03/1941. Commanding  HMS Night Hawk (FY 1858) a 
trawler mine-sweeper 28/03/1941 - 15/02/1942 .Motor Mine 
Sweper MMS 11 (J511). LLB QUB 1946. Qualified as a valuer 
30/09/1936 (Belfast Gazette).

KING,  Thomas Quin
RNVR.  Lt. Commander. Qualified as a solicitor in June 1941, 
taking first place in the final examination  and being awarded a 
gold medal. Aged 21 he joined as an ordinary seaman and 
shortly afterwards was posted for officer training, as a sub-
lieutenant and then a lieutenant. He served in Landing Craft 
Infantry Squadrons  and at the D-Day landings saw action at 
Juno Beach, Normandy. He ended his service as Lieutenant 
Commander. He was an early member of the Belfast Solicitors’ 
Association and later became a member of the Council of the 
Law Society and was elected its President in 1955. At that time 
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he was the youngest ever President of the Society. Despite his 
active involvement in his practice and the Law Society, Tom 
found time also to participate in a number of other activities. 
He was a member of the Council of the Belfast Old Instonians 
Association and its President, a member of the Board of 
Governors of The Royal Belfast Academical Institution, a 
member of the Committee of the Belfast Association for the 
Blind, and a member of the Board of Trustees of the Trustee 
Savings Bank of Northern Ireland. RBAI. Law, QUB 1939. 
Died 28/09/2002

McKEE, Herbert Malcolmson
RNVR. Lt. Commander. GM.  GM awarded for ‘gallantry and 
undaunted devotion to duty. Mine disposal UK Aug to Oct 40.’ 
Investiture 27/05/1941. Probationer Second Second Lieutenant.  
Lieutenant. 06/12/1940. Lieutenant Commander 04/1943. 
12/1940 HMS Vernon - torpedo school and experimental 
establishment, Portsmouth. 06/12/1940 - 04/1941 HMS Drake - 
RN Base Devonport for miscellaneous services. 12/1941 - 
08/1943 HMS Prosperine - minesweeper and anti-submarine 
base, Lyness, Scapa Floe. 11/10/1943 - 12/1943 HMS 
Cormorant - RN base Gibraltar. 13/12/1943 - 07/1945 HMS 
Pigmy - submarine base, Gibraltar.  Rtd. 04/1946. Law, QUB 
1932

PATTON, Thomas Alexander
RNVR. Sub - Lieutenant. SC, Law, QUB 1943

SMITH, Harold
HMS Caroline. RNVR. RN. Lawyer. Born in South Africa, 
wartime service with the RN brought him to Belfast. On shore 
leave he met his future wife Rada Hayman at Belfast Jewish 
Institute. Post war he became a Belfast City Councillor, 
President of Belfast Jewish Community, and chair of AJEX, the 
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Jewish ex-servicemen’s association. Commanding Officer of 
HMS Caroline 

TELFORD, William Watson
RNVR. Lieutenant Commander. Sub Lieutenant 10/04/1940. 
Lieutenant 01//03/1941. HMS Vascama (FY 185) ASW Trawler 
09/11/1942 -18/01/1943. Law, QUB 1932

WILTON, Eric Noel
RN. MBE. Known as ‘Toby’, he served as a senior district 
officer in Northern Nigeria, post-war. Became a member of JW 
Pinkerton & Son solicitors in Ballymoney in 1968 and qualified 
in 1971.  Coleraine.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
Commander Peter Scott, MBE, DSC, “The Battle 
of the Narrow Seas - A history of the Light 
Coastal Forces in the Channel and North Sea”.

HELP REQUESTED
Please send names of Ex RN/RM/WRNS who 
served in either of the world wars. Further details 
also appreciated.

UPDATE
The names researched and collated so far for the 
First World War Roll of Honour are now just over 
3,000 in total. 

CIRCULATION - Please share ‘Brave Report’ with your 
former service colleagues - and we will post direct to 
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them if they simply send an e-mail to: 
houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com, placing Brave Report 
in the message bar, and give their name and former arm 
of service, and if they are members of the RNA or RBL, 
having knowledge of their branch would be appreciated. 
There are specific areas where we need information from!
PUBLICATION NOTES 

Please note all the material in Brave Report is 
copyright. 

Brave Report is collated and published by The Very Rev. Dr Houston 
McKelvey, OBE QVRM TD.

Dr McKelvey served as chaplain for 29 years with 102/105 (Ulster & Scottish) 
Regiment, Royal Artillery TA; for 20 years as Chaplain to the RBL - Northern 
Ireland Area, and for a period as chaplain to the Belfast Branch of the Burma 
Star Association. He was involved in the life of HMS Caroline and HMS 
Hibernia.He was appointed an Honorary Chaplain to the RNR. He is a Past 
President of QUB Combined Services Club.
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