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WING DAY AND ANNUAL PARADE
On Sunday 5 October the Wing held its annual Wing Day and Annual Parade at JHC
Aldergrove. There was a good turnout of cadets and staff and the weather held out for
what was a good day of activities. At the end of the day the final parade took place and
the reviewing officer was Air Vice-Marshal D. M. Niven, CB, CBE, Senior Air Officer
Northern Ireland, who also presented the trophies and awards to the staff and cadets.
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SOME OF THE REMEMBRANCE DAY PARADES
FROM AROUND THE WING
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Michael Jennings, 19, from Drumbo in County Down, was presented with the 2014 Royal Air Force
Charitable Trust Trophy for Flying Excellence at the RAF in Concert event at the Cadogan Hall, in
London, by the Bands of the RAF. He received his award from the leader of the RAF’s aerobatic
display team, the Red Arrows, Sqn Ldr David ‘Monty’ Montenegro.

The Trophy is awarded annually by the Trust to the top-performing Air Cadet who, in the opinion of the Air Cadet
Organisation (ACO), has shown both
outstanding flying ability and personal
qualities.

A student at the University of
Ulster enjoyed his first trip to
London this week, with the icing on
the cake being the presentation of a
coveted national award for his
outstanding ability as a pilot.

Currently a Cadet Warrant Officer
with 817 (Lisburn) Sqn and 664
Volunteer Gliding Sqn (VGS) at
Newtownards, Michael will be leaving
Cadets when he’s 20 in January, and
rejoin as an adult Civilian Gliding
Instructor at 664 VGS.

He says:“My vision is not 20/20, so
unfortunately I can't join the RAF as
a pilot, but I’d like to gain my PPL and
fly civilian aircraft, and also fly the
Grob Vigilant at the VGS, teaching
cadets how to fly.”

He is currently studying Electronic Engineering at the
University of Ulster.

Michael said:“The RAF in Concert was absolutely incredible.
The band were not just playing music, they all had their own
individual character and it just made everything they did both
funny and entertaining. It's not often you leave an orchestral
performance with a sore stomach from laughing!

He added:“I met James May and Air Marshal Sir Kevin Leeson,
Chairman of the Charitable Trust, and the highlight was being
able to talk to the Red Arrows, asking them how they got to
where they are today and how they started flying. It was
amazing to be able to talk to the best aerobatic display team in
the world so casually!

“The night was definitely one of the highlights of my life so
far. It was an honour to meet so many new and friendly people,
thanks to the Charitable Trust. I cannot thank them enough!”

The concert was the scene for another presentation when,
on behalf of the Charitable Trust, Top Gear presenter James
May presented Gp Capt Jim Leggat, Regional Commandant Air
Cadets Scotland & Northern Ireland, with a cheque for
£250,000. This is the latest instalment of an overall grant of
£625,000 to fund 25 flight simulators for Air Cadets.

CWO Michael Jennings Awarded
2014 Royal Air Force Charitable Trust Trophy

Michael receiving his Trophy from ‘Red One’, Sqn Ldr David ‘Monty’ Montenegro, watched by his
parents Nigel and Wendy

TV presenter James May looking envious of Michael’s
newly-presented award
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13 cadets and 5 staff from 806, 2062 and 2349 Sqns visited Shepherd's Lodge based in
Donard Wood, Newcastle, Co Down during the weekend of 26-28 September. Shepherd's
Lodge is owned and managed by the Boy's Brigade who offers these excellent facilities to
other youth organisations. It can accommodate up to 6 staff and 20 cadets. Its location
meant that we were able to run an Adventurous Training weekend in which the programme
involved rock climbing, abseiling, scrambling, walking, cycling and a night walk. 

We arrived at Shepherd's Lodge on Friday evening after a 90 min drive from Larne. Once the lodge opened,
everyone began to offload their gear and settled into their allocated bunk rooms, then into the dining area for their
safety and fire brief before supper.

Saturday morning was wet and proceeded to Carrick Little car park. From there we walked to Percy Blyth and
Lower Cove for the scramble and visits to the caves.

Later that night a night navigation which was led by Flt Lt Millar and WO Robinson with a party of 10 cadets and
one staff member starting at 21:30 hrs ending just after 01:30, Sunday. Their route started at the Bloody Bridge
River following the 'Brandy Pad', heading up Slieve Donard on the South side and down onto the Glen River track
before heading through Donard Wood to Shepherd's Lodge.

On Sunday morning Shepherd's lodge was cleaned out and every one had packed up and loaded on to the
minibuses before heading out for abseiling and trail biking.The cadets were then split into two groups changing over.
Later that day the party headed home, tired but happy. For most of the cadets it was their first time there and for

some their first ever week end away.The cadets are looking forward to next year.

Adventurous Training Weekend in Newcastle

Cadets receiving a safety brief
before entering the cavesCadets enjoying their lunch at

Lower Cove

Night navigation skills
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RAF HENLOW AUTUMN CAMP

Pictured above are the cadets and staff who attended the autumn camp at RAF Henlow from 25 October to 1 November

On Saturday, 4 October 2014, The Ulster Aviation Society held a bag-pack at Asda (Portadown).
Some cadets from 814 (Portadown) Squadron accompanied by two staff were asked to help out with
a cockpit and marquee display. 

Below are some pictures of the kids enjoying themselves in the Spitfire and cockpit

ULSTER AVIATION BAG-PACK ASDA (PORTADOWN)

From left: Warrant Officer Ken Bogle, Councillor Colin McCusker,
Mayor of Craigavon (an ex-cadet from 814 Portadown Squadron)

and Flight Lieutenant John Quigley
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806 LARNE PARENTS AND
AWARDS NIGHT

On Wwednesday 5November 806 Squadron held its annual Parents and Awards night.
There was a good attendance of parents to watch their children receiving their awards and
achievements for the year.

Wing Commander Mike Miskimmin (OC Northern Ireland Wing) and Squadron Leader Mark Wilson (Wing Staff
Officer) were in attendance to present the various awards to the cadets. Afterwards light refreshments were
served. Below and opposite are the cadets pictured receiving their awards.
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I just want to thank you very much for the waterproofs provided by Northern Ireland Air Cadets.
They are being fully utilised by homeless individuals on the streets of Belfast, items such as this have
and still do save lives on our streets. 

A lot of homeless people come to us in adverse weather with only a t-shirt on.We now have purpose made wet weather
gear to provide to them.

We attend Utility Street Hostel in Belfast once a month,New Life Centre, Belfast once a month and as many nights as possible
on the streets in Belfast.We recently had a caravan donated to use which has allowed us to have a base where homeless people
can come to us for a hot cuppa, food, sleeping bags, clothes and any other relevant help.

Again thank you so much for your kindness.
Mark Dumigan

WATERPROOFS FOR THE HOMELESS

As you can see one of the guys is very happy to get
some of the waterproofs which NI Air Cadets provided

The caravan which was donated to us

Cadets and staff from 2004
(Ballynahinch) Squadron recently
took part in a WW2 exhibition
and street collection in order to
raise funds for the restoration of
the town's war memorial.

The Squadron exhibit included posters
describing the origins of the ATC and its
predecessor, the ADCC, prior to, and
during the Second World War. They also
had on display, albums of original press
cuttings relating to the ATC and RAF in
Northern Ireland during WW2 which
proved of great interest to those visiting
the exhibition. In all, the cadets helped to
collect over £1,000 for the War Memorial
Restoration Fund.

Ballynahinch Air Cadets Help Raise Money
for New War Memorial
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Over the course of 2014, we had
two AFCO visits, one for careers
and the other for teamwork and
leadership exercises. All squadrons
across NIW competed in this
challenge.

During the careers evening, cadets were
divided into teams and asked to note down
answers for the questions based on their
knowledge of the RAF.

AFCO came down on Thursday 19
February to present the trophy to the
winning team consisting of:
CWO Ben Smith; Cpl Conor Hughes; Cadet
Courtney Taylor; Cadet Scott Mairs and
Cadet Dylan Watson.

Cadet Scott Mairs and Cadet Dylan Watson with Dave from AFCO

817 (LISBURN) WIN THE NEW RAF AFCO
TEAM COMPETITION TROPHY FOR 2014

Results of IACE for
Northern Ireland Wing

FS L. Hunter - 1919 Squadron AUSTRALIA
FS C.Tweed - 2241 Squadron                             USA
FS L.Allison - 2349 Squadron          SOUTH KOREA

Scotland & Northern Ireland Region Reserve:
CWO J. Bell - 806 Squadron

Congratulations and well done to all!
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2004 BALLYNAHINCH PARENTS AND
AWARDS NIGHT

On Tuesday 2 December 2004 Ballynahinch Squadron hosted their annual Parents and Awards night. 
There was a good turnout of parents and guests were Wing Commander Mike Miskimmin (OC Northern Ireland Wing) and

Squadron Leader Tony Young,Wing Staff Officer).After the displays and awards everyone was invited to light refreshments.
Below and opposite are the cadets being presented with their various certificates and awards.
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CCaaddeett FFoorrmmaall
On January 31 Northern Ireland Wing held its first cadet formal at Clonaver Barracks,
Belfast. There were well over 100 cadets in attendance and from reports received it was
unamious that this should be an annual affair.

Some of the cadets
pictured at the

formal with some
supervisory staff in

attendance
(CAN YOU SPOT

THE STAFF?)
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INTER-WING CROSS COUNTRY
On Sunday 15 February the Northern Ireland Wing cross country team excelled themselves at the
Northern Ireland/Scotland Regional cross country competition in Scotland with six cadets being
selected to represent the Region in the Corps competition. Congratulations to all.

Results are below:
Under 15 Girls - 1st in Group
C. Crossett - 4th (817)
K. Patterson - 3rd (817)
H. Kemp - (817)
K.Wilkinson - (825)
Under 15 Boys - 3rd in Group
S.Titterington - 4th (1137)
P. Cox - (817)
W.Watson - (817)
C. Press - (2241)
Under 17 Men - 4th in Group
Junior Women - 4th in Group

Junior Men - 1st in Group
P.Wilson - 1st (833)
P. Meehan - 2nd (2349)
Overall Northern Ireland - 3rd Place
Selected for Region:
K. Patterson - (817)
C. Crossett - (817)
P.Wilson - (833)
P. Meehan - (2349)
S.Titterington - (1137)
S. McDonald - (2178)

Junior Men Under 15 Girls

KEEP THOSE ARTICLES AND PICS COMING IN . . .
You can send your articles through your OC or direct to:

media.nireland@aircadets.org

                  


